FRIENDS OF uf 
FISHBOURNE ¥ 
ROMAN 
PALACE 


3 
= 
v 


Y 







Issue 25: June 2015 


Member: British Association of Friends of Museums 


www.fishbournefriends.org.uk 


A VERY SUCCESSFUL AND 
EXTREMELY ENJOYABLE DAY 
Pam Crowe - Chairman 


The 25th April — what a day! The Friends 
organisation survived another AGM to continue for 
one more year with the minimum number of 
Committee members required under the Constitution 
being elected, as follows: 


Pam Crowe............ Chairman 

Guy Lockton........... Treasurer 

Heather Smith......... Secretary 

Pat Barlow 

Mary Haskins.......... Membership Secretary 
David Martin 


lam very happy to report that David Rudkin remains 


, = our President. Since Nev Haskins had to step down 
Our distinguished guest Sir Barry Cunliffe we are without an Events Organiser and, although we 


trowels into the first celebratory cake under have reluctantly called a halt to the regular series of 
the watchful eye of Site Supervisor Pam Crowe talks, we still need someone to take on the role to 
organise our annual outing and next year’s AGM Day. 
Please consider whether you could be the person we need and give us the opportunity to co-opt you. 
| was very happy to tell the meeting that Anne Blakeney, who died on 6 October last, a long-standing Friend 
and member of the Steering Committee when the Friends became autonomous, had most generously left us a 
bequest of £1000 in her will. 





In anticipation of the rest of the day’s activities no time was wasted in 
completing the business of the meeting. Members endorsed the decision 
to keep subscriptions at the same level again until the next AGM which 
will be on 23rd April 2016 — Please note the date in your diary now. 


Business out of the way, a two-hour lunch break allowed time for 
everyone to meet representatives of other organisations who had kindly 
brought displays and artefacts relating 
to their own work. | hope you enjoyed the experience as much as | did. 

Meanwhile, the Committee welcomed our speaker for the afternoon talk. 
In his enormously busy life, Professor Sir Barry Cunliffe, who led the 
excavation of the Palace in the 1960s, had made time to address us (see 
next page). After his thought-provoking words he happily cut one of the 
special cakes in celebration of our 10th Anniversary, posing whilst cameras 
flashed to record the moment. | have never had the honour of meeting him 
before and my abiding impression of him as a person was how unpretentious he is and his continued 
excitement at what each new project reveals. 0 
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THE DANEBURY ENVIRONS 
PROGRAMME 


Sir Barry’s talk centred on his 20 seasons of 
excavation in and around Danebury Iron Age hill 
fort near Winchester where he has studied the 
continuity of landscape use from the Bronze Age 

to the end of the Roman 
period in Britain — how 
succeeding occupiers of the 
land made use of and 
adapted earlier landscape 
features. Professor Cunliffe 
spoke about how the 
Danebury Programme had been set up to look at 
three Romano-British villa sites between Andover 
and Stockbridge, a part of the country particularly 
rich in villas. The programme has cast new light on 
the development of these sites, the changing uses 
to which aisled halls, and corridor and winged 
villas had been put, and the conclusions which 
could be drawn about the way of life of the 
inhabitants. 





Heather Smith’s record of the Professor’s talk is 
available to download on our website and is highly 
recommended. 


THE LATE DR MARGARET RULE 
CBE FSA 


The death of Dr Margaret Rule, of Fishbourne and 
Mary Rose fame, was announced on 9 April. Our 
President David Rudkin, former Director of the 
Palace, writes: 


‘Margaret Rule’s involvement with Fishbourne 
began in 1960, when a water pipe trench being 
dug on the eastern side of the village revealed 
something of archaeological interest. The engineer 
of the work, suspecting that they had cut through 
a Roman tile clamp, promptly reported the find to 
the local archaeological committee, of which 
Margaret was a member. Her examination of the 
trench and spoil made it apparent that here lay the 
remains of a large, early Roman building. The 
Chichester Civic Society was anxious that the site 
should be investigated as the area was under a 
long term threat of being destroyed by the 
building of the Folkestone to Honiton trunk road. 


‘On a dreary, wet January day in 1961, Margaret, 
her supportive husband Arthur, and Barry Cunliffe 
visited the site to try to persuade a very 
disgruntled landowner to allow them to further 
disturb his damaged fields. Margaret always was a 
very persuasive person and there is little doubt 
that she helped to convince the landowner to 
agree to a trial excavation that Easter. 


‘Photographs in the Palace archives show 
Margaret working on site, in one case helping to 
lift a massive limestone block, which Health and 
Safety wouldn’t be too happy about today. 

The rest, as they say, is history. The excavations on 
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Margaret Rule working at Fishbourne 


site continued annually until 1968, but much 
earlier than that the decision had been made to 
preserve and present the site to the public under 
the aegis of the Sussex Archaeological Society. In 
1966 work commenced on the cover building to 
protect the north wing remains and the adjoining 
museum gallery. 


‘Margaret became the Palace’s first Curator, and 
was delighted to see a quarter of a million visitors 
pass through the doors when the site opened in 
the summer of 1968, including prestigious 
individuals such as the Prince Charles, the King of 
Sweden and the King and Queen of Greece. 


‘Margaret remained Curator until 1979.’ 0 
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DAVID MARTIN WAS THERE! 


What better way to follow the 
previous articles than by bringing you 
original early photographs of the 
Palace under excavation, taken by our 
committee member David Martin in 
1961-62. Here is a selection. 








NEWS OF THE ROMAN PALACE 


Rob Symmons - Curator 


Staff 

Phil Davies (Head of 
Operations) retires this May. 
Following a consultation 
process with staff and 
volunteers, it has been 
decided that Phil will not be replaced but instead a 
“Head of Learning/Property Manager” post has 
been created and Katrina Burton (Head of 
Learning) has accepted it. Also, a full time 
assistant gardener will be recruited to assist 
Martin Flux (Head Gardener). Finally, | will soend 
one day per week supporting work on the 
archaeological collections held in Lewes. 





We are confident that these changes will all be 
positive, ensuring a clear management structure at 
the Palace, helping keep the site in the best 
possible condition and improving communications 
with Sussex Archaeological Society. 


Admissions and Income 

2014-2015 was better than recent years. 
Admission numbers, admissions income and shop 
income have all increased on 2013-14. We have 
exceeded our income budgets and the Palace is 
making an overall profit. This is down in no small 
part to immense efforts on behalf of the staff team 
and some difficult decisions and cost cutting. 
Difficult times will almost certainly continue, but it 
is gratifying that we are heading in the right 
direction. 


Education 

We were visited last year by 1000 more children 
on school visits than in 2013-14 and the learning 
team exceeded their income targets by £5,000. 
This also is very positive news. 


The team were pleased to have won the Sandford 
Award for Heritage Education in 2014 and they 
have developed a new workshop to look at 
prehistory (reflecting changes in the National 
Curriculum). Katrina has also co-founded the 
Chichester Cultural and Learning Partnership —a 
coalition of Fishbourne Roman Palace, the Weald 
and Downland Museum, Pallant House Gallery, 
The Novium, Chichester Cathedral and Chichester 
Festival Theatre. The group are currently co- 
ordinating the Dementia Festival locally. 


Events and Display 

Over the last year, the Palace has held a total of 25 
event days, including a new “Celts and Romans” 
event, which together drew in 5612 visitors and 
accounted for a combined profit of over £35,000. 


There has been a new “Wine” display in the lower 
courtyard and the High Weald Hoard is now on 
display in the reception area (on loan from 
Brighton Museum). The “Margary” display has 
proved popular with young and old alike, so many 
thanks to the Friends for funding this. 


There have also been positive changes in the 
Collections Discovery Centre, part-funded by the 
“ReFresh” project, and improvements will 
continue to be made in this area over the coming 
year. 


Collections 

The relocation of the water main is now complete 
and so the mosaics are finally protected from any 
future leaks. Portsmouth Water were extremely 
professional throughout the works. Wessex 
Archaeology carried out the archaeological 
evaluation along the line of the main and the 
report on this is still being written up. 


Over the last few years we have been processing a 
large donation of books on Roman archaeology 
from Mr Patrick Crosbie. This is nearly complete 
and we hope to launch the new library in the near 
future and make the resource publicly accessible. 


In late 2014 Sussex Archaeological Society applied 
for Accredited Museum status and has been 
awarded this provisionally, pending the production 
of a forward plan, among other things. 


Working with Sussex Museums Group, Sussex 
Archaeological Society has recently contributed to 
a “selective retention and disposal” document that 
helps archaeological contractors understand what 
artefacts they should deposit from an excavation. 
This requires some minor alterations before being 
launched throughout the region. This is an 
important document that will likely receive quite a 
lot of attention nationally. 


Many thanks to the Friends for all their support 
over the last year. The financial help is always 
welcome, but knowledge that there is a band of 
Friendly Faces who are happy to share their time, 
thoughts and ideas is really appreciated too! 0 


LIFE IN THE NORTH WING 


Some firms in New York City award their reception 
desk staff the impressive-sounding title ‘Director 
of First Impressions’ (perhaps as compensation for 
not getting a pay rise). Following our piece about 
the Palace’s Education Team in our last edition we 
thought readers would like to know about the 
work of the North Wing Team, the Palace’s own 
Directors of First Impressions. Here’s some of what 
Sheila Marsden and others told us: 


“We have by now learned to expect the 
unexpected. From the smartly dressed man who 
burst through the doors, declaring “Coach Driver — 
desperate! — toilets?”, to the child who asked “Is 
that a real live skeleton?” it’s the visitors who 
make this such a fun place to work. For example, a 
father of two children working at the Looking for 
Clues book, secretly bought them presents and 
passed them to Sylvia to hide behind the desk, so 
that she could give them to the children as their 
“reward”. How lovely is that? Yet so many parents 
threaten to leave their children to be sold as 
slaves, that if it wasn’t morally and legally wrong, 
we could have made a fortune at the auctions. 


“If only we had a pound for every time a senior 
joked that they were an Ancient Briton, our money 
worries would be over, and who knew that the 
Digger Driver from 1960 had so many relatives, 
and that they would all come to Fishbourne? Why 
do the people who arrive fifteen minutes before 
closing time always come from America or 
Australia and have to fly back the next morning, 
making you feel obliged to let them in, so that they 
can say they have “done” the Roman Palace? Why 
do people ask complicated questions of the guides 
just as they are due to go to lunch, and why do the 
schools decide to visit the shop all at the same 
time, (usually five minutes before their coach 
leaves)? 


“The children are unfailingly lovely, from cheeky to 
shy to grossly over-optimistic as to how much their 
£2 will buy. We will often put in ourselves the 5p 
or so that they have overspent, but I’m afraid we 
couldn’t help the young lad who asked “What can | 
buy for free?” So, despite the seemingly endless 
task of retrieving dropped pencils, worksheets, 
just-purchased souvenirs, shoes (yes really) from 
the mosaics, and even more unpleasant jobs when 
travel sickness strikes, we enjoy having the school 
children, and they all seem to enjoy their visit 
(especially the skeletons).” 
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A small group of Americans in the shop, one of 
whom was looking out of the window towards the 
West Wing: 

‘Gee! What are those black and white birds? 
Penguins?’ 

‘No, magpies.’ 


A group of French school children were in the 
shop. Anne-Marie, who works there, is French, but 
never lets on! 

A teenage boy was looking at the basket by the till, 
containing replica Roman coins for sale. He turned 
to his friends and said, in French, ‘This plastic! If | 
bite it, it will break!’ 

Anne-Marie, in her beautiful French, said: ‘I 
wouldn’t if | were you. It’s metal and you will need 
the dentist!’ 

Silence across the shop....then lots of laughter. 


A prim and proper teacher approaches the desk 
and asks “How long does your new film last?” 
“About 12 minutes”, | reply. “12 minutes! — that’s 
not much of a fag break!!” was the surprising 
response. 


Two small children were looking at the skeleton in 
the North Wing. 

First child: ‘So. Is that Julius Caesar?’ 

Second child: “Noooo, he’s in the Museum!’ 


A group of school children around the model in the 
foyer. 

Teacher: ‘Now, boy and girls, can anyone see, in 
the garden, something we have been doing in 
Maths? We did it on Tuesday.’ 

A few hands go up. Teacher: ‘Lottie?’ 

Lottie (very proudly): ‘Cemetery, Miss!’ 

Teacher: ‘Well, | think SYMMETRY is what you 
mean, rather than the place to bury people.’ 


“Peace reigns when they leave around 2.30 and we 
are left with our ‘normal’ visitors. Now’s the time 
to do the exciting jobs such as folding survey 
forms, writing exclusion dates on season tickets, 
putting vouchers into paper bags, pricing, labelling, 
and cleaning off sticky finger marks. Cashing up 
the tills and hoping they balance is a whole other 
story, and if Phil’s hair hadn’t been white before 
he started here, our accountancy would have done 
the job for him (thanks for your patience 

Phil). Then we look forward immensely to our 
afternoon tea (one normal, one black, one redbush 
and one de-caff please). We invariably dunk a 
restoring biscuit, and say ‘It’s been a funny old 
day, hasn’t it?” O 


SUMMER EVENTS AT THE PALACE 


THE BIG DIG 






Biggus Diggus says: BRING THE 


KIDS! 


“Once again we are hoping for a big turnout for 
this year’s Family Excavation that will be the 
centrepiece of our Festival of British Archaeology 
from the 21°to the 31* July (11am to 4pm). Please 
come along and join us! You would be welcome to 
get involved, either as a digger or as a helper. You 
don’t need to be a trained archaeologist and we 
will provide everything you need on the day (NB 
armour will NOT be provided).” 


More information is available on the Palace 
website. No need to book if you want to 
participate, but if you are interested in 
volunteering to help with the festival, please 
contact Rob the curator on 


coafish@sussexpast.co.uk. See you there! 


ANCIENT BRAID-MAKING FOR 
ADULTS 
20 June, 10 till 4, £45 


Discover the joys of creating decorative braids 
using two ancient techniques. This one-off course 
gives participants a unique opportunity to learn 
the skills of braid weaving as practiced nearly 
2,000 years ago. There will be a chance to learn 
how to weave using a rigid heddle and also to 
experiment with a range of different tablet- 
weaving techniques. At the end of the course 
participants will have a range of braid samples and 
a set of tablets to take away. 
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ROMAN HAWKS AND HELMETS 
Saturday 8 August from 10 until 5 


A spectacular day of Roman falconry, soldiers 
training and battling 
Celts, civilian life in the 
Roman Vicus 
encampment and lots 
more for children to 
do.. Enjoy the chance 
to handle birds of prey 


Thursdays in 
August: 6, 13. 20 
and 27 

from 10 till 5 


Travel back in time 
nearly 2,000 years and 
experience life in 
Roman Britain! Lots of 
activities and things to 
make and do. 





And looking a little further ahead: 
ROMAN ARMY WEEK 


26 to 30 October 
10 until 4 


The Fishbourne Roman 
Army needs you! Sign up 
as a legionary and 
complete our fun, hands- 
on challenges to earn 
your reward! Autumn half-term week. Not to be 
missed, especially for those “doing the Romans” at 
school! 








and see them in action. 


MURDER MYSTERY 

The North Wing Team 
organised a Murder 
Mystery evening in 
mid-May, complete 
with an Hercule 
Poirot style 
dénouement. The aim 
was to decide who 
murdered the 
(mythical) first director of the Palace in 1970. 
Would-be detectives were encouraged to dress in 
the style of the era, which several, perhaps 
unfortunately, took to be hippy gear (above). Your 
editor did well to identify the culprit, though for 
entirely the wrong reasons. LOOK OUT for more of 
these initiatives! 


AND FINALLY....... 


As a postscript take a look at this fine example of 
‘Ealth and Safety at work (from David Martin’s 
1960s collection) 
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